
From: Martindale, Cary
To: R6HarveyInfo
Subject: FW: U.S. EPA News Release: Arkema Update
Date: Friday, September 8, 2017 4:23:12 PM

 
 

From: Mekeel, Edward 
Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 4:22 PM
To: Landwehr@texaschemistry.org; matthew.kuryla@bakerbotts.com; battise.jenna@actribe.org;
alexm@texasalliance.org; txsharon.blog@gmail.com; gwendolyn@mylongwayhome.org;
maldonadofonz@aol.com; dbustamante@zianet.com; Trevor.Lovell@gmail.com;
Charhonda.cox@texanstogether.org; tcps@texascenter.org; parras.juan@gmail.com;
chair@galveston.surfrider.org; lafo@tnc.org; lean007@aol.com; kdancak@gmail.com; paul@lmrk.org;
jfoster@tsswcb.texas.gov; pateljh@live.com; lablaza@gmail.com; arellano.inbox@gmail.com; Bullardrd
<Bullardrd@tsu.edu>; jamescaldwell5758@yahoo.com; rcantu@lonestarlegal.org; chenz@tsu.edu;
jdavis5@dow.com; adinn@lonestarlegal.org; c_atwood@att.net; jlorenz@bayouland.org;
bearspringsblossom@yahoo.com; arnolddking@hotmail.com; carolyn@cibolo.org;
coastalbendaudubon@gmail.com; info@gcbo.org; hdrummond@houstonaudubon.org;
Janice@TCAtexas.org; dwashington@tpeda.org; shelley.whitworth@h-gac.com; rachel@cechouston.org;
director@twrcwildlifecenter.org; info@earthquestinstitute.org; anne@labucketbrigade.org;
drbeverlywright@aol.com; hiltonkelleycida@yahoo.com; diane@batonrougegreen.com;
andreashoffmann@greenlightneworleans.org; marylee <marylee@leanweb.org>; lejcoc@yahoo.com;
dcurtis@shreveportgreen.org; darryl.malek-wiley@sierraclub.org; woodlandstrail@aol.com;
cyn@healthygulf.org; david.cortez@sierraclub.org; tom@abnc.org; suziecanales <suziecanales@att.net>;
vicki@vickiwolf.com; smtann@stx.rr.com; mossville4ej@yahoo.com; cbforone@yahoo.com;
robin@texasenvironment.org; kmcinnis@wlf.la.gov; dalton@ou.edu; rallen@cbbep.org;
info@galvestonbaykeeper.org; ghp@houston.org; erin@keepbrazosbeautiful.org; info@btnep.org;
info@waterkeeper.org
Cc: Gray, David <gray.david@epa.gov>; Martindale, Cary <martindale.cary@epa.gov>
Subject: U.S. EPA News Release: Arkema Update
 

 

Arkema Update
 
EPA has completed its response support to the Crosby Volunteer Fire Department and the Harris
County Fire Marshal’s Office for the catastrophic event at Arkema. The EPA and the TCEQ
provided direct support to incident commander Michael Sims of the Crosby Volunteer Fire
Department and Chief Bob Royall of the Harris County Fire Marshal’s Office, who are leading a
coordinated local, state, and federal effort as part of the Unified Command to control the fire
at the Arkema facility in Crosby.
 
As a result of initial chemical fires while the facility was flooded, EPA has collected
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downstream surface water runoff samples at four locations outside the evacuation zone, near
residential areas.
 
Six surface water runoff samples were collected on Friday, September 1, 2017 in the vicinity of
the Arkema plant in Crosby, Texas. Surface water runoff results were less than the screening
levels that would warrant further investigation. Each flood water sample was analyzed for
volatile organic chemicals and semi-volatile organic chemicals likely to come from the Arkema
plant. No volatile organic chemicals or semi-volatile organic chemicals were detected in the
surface water runoff samples. Non-quantifiable and compounds not definitively identified are
not reported. It is important to note that chemical analysis alone cannot be used as an
indication of water safety. In a flood situation, there are multiple risk factors that can cause
harm, industrial chemicals are only one of those risk factors.  A copy of the data reports are
attached.
 
EPA also sent its aerial surveillance aircraft to test resulting smoke from the fires at Arkema
EPA’s plane instrumentation is capable of measuring 78 different chemicals, including
peroxides.
 
The Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology (ASPECT) aircraft
found no exceedances of the Texas comparison values. ASPECT conducted a screening level
assessment to evaluate the unreported or undetected releases of hazardous materials or
contaminants at the Arkema plant in Crosby, Texas from August 30, 2017 through September 7,
2017. The screening level results from ASPECT were compared to the ASPECT list of Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) short-term Air Monitoring Comparison Values
(AMCVs) and found no exceedances of the short-term AMCVs. In addition, the ASPECT was
requested to monitor for peroxide which was the source material for the fire. A copy of the
ASPECT report is attached.
 
The TCEQ has an open investigation into the Arkema incident that will include an evaluation of
any impacts due to the fires at the site. Additionally, after the final notifications are received,
the TCEQ will evaluate the reported emissions events to determine compliance with applicable
rules, permit provisions, and notification and reporting requirements. The TCEQ and Harris
County Pollution Control are coordinating post-event monitoring, sampling, and complaint
response activities. EPA has ordered Arkema to provide a detailed timeline of events and to
respond within 10 days to questions about the handling of organic peroxides, which are
combustible if not kept refrigerated, the amount of chemical materials, and the measures
taken in advance to guard against flooding and loss of electricity. The U.S. Chemical Safety
Board has initiated an investigation at the Arkema plant in Crosby.
 
For more information regarding Arkema, please visit:
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/news/statement/statement-on-arkema-investigation
 
https://response.epa.gov/sites/12353/files/Arkema_Surface_Water_VOCs_20170901.pdf
 
https://response.epa.gov/sites/12353/files/Arkema_Surface_Water_SVOCs_20170901.pdf
 
https://response.epa.gov/sites/12353/files/Arkema_ASPECT_Detections_20170907.pdf
 

# # #

 

 

Thanks,
 
-Ed-
 
Ed Mekeel III
Community Involvement Coordinator
Resources Revitalization Branch, Superfund Division
Environmental Protection Agency, Region VI
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